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December 6, 2015
The Wonder of Creation 

 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
O Lord my God, you are very 
great. You are clothed with 
honor and majesty,

 2 wrapped in light as with a 
garment. You stretch out the 
heavens like a tent,

 3 you set the beams of your 
chambers on the waters, you 
make the clouds your chariot, 
you ride on the wings of the 
wind,

 4 you make the winds your 
messengers, fire and flame  
your ministers.

 5 You set the earth on its 
foundations, so that it shall never 
be shaken.

 6 You cover it with the deep as 
with a garment; the waters stood 
above the mountains.

 7 At your rebuke they flee; at the 
sound of your thunder they take 
to flight.

 8 They rose up to the mountains, 
ran down to the valleys to the 
place that you appointed for 
them.

 9 You set a boundary that they 
may not pass, so that they might 
not again cover the earth.

 10 You make springs gush forth in 
the valleys; they flow between 
the hills,

 11 giving drink to every wild animal; 
the wild asses quench their thirst.

 12 By the streams the birds of the 
air have their habitation; they 
sing among the branches.

 13 From your lofty abode you 
water the mountains; the earth 
is satisfied with the fruit of your 
work.

 14 You cause the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and plants for people 
to use, to bring forth food from 
the earth,

 15 and wine to gladden the human 
heart, oil to make the face shine, 
and bread to strengthen the 
human heart.

Psalm 104:1-15
The Wonder of Creation 
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Focus on 
the Word
by Ron Woodward

 � Introduction
Way back in the late 1970s Richard Foster and 
I were pastoring at Newberg Friends Church in 
Oregon, and I have vivid memories of more than 
one Sunday morning worship service during 
which a dear saint, Dalton Cook, stood to his 
feet during open worship and recited with-
out a hitch, and with obvious joy and delight, 
the entire Psalm 104 in the King James Version. 
Those recitations were an inspiration to us all.

Psalm 104, like many other psalms, is a gen-
uine classic. It begins with the same outburst 
of praise that characterizes its better-known 
predecessor, Psalm 103. And then, from its 
opening word of praise the author goes on 
to celebrate the greatness of God in the light 
of the physical world that he created.

 � Psalm 104:1-4
God, the Creator
The greatness and majesty of God (v. 1) are pro-
claimed by the beauty and wonder of his creation. 
While this psalm begins exactly as does Psalm 
103, “Bless the Lord, O my soul,” it departs from 
Psalm 103 rather immediately by calling atten-
tion to God’s greatness, “O Lord my God, you are 
very great.” This theme—the greatness of God—
occurs throughout the Psalter (e.g., Psalm 95:3; 
96:4; 145:3, 6). To saints in the old covenant the 
greatness of God was manifest not only in creation, 
but also in dramatic miracles that occurred during 
the Exodus, or when the fire fell from heaven 
and consumed the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. 
God’s greatness is also celebrated in contrast to 
the powerless gods of the surrounding nations.

Beyond the 
Selected Text

• Genesis 1:1-25

• Genesis 1:26—2:3

• Genesis 2:4-25

• Psalm 8:1-9

• Psalm 19:1-6

• Psalm 148:1-14

• Isaiah 40:13-20
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Questions 
to Consider: 

Psalm 104:1-4

• Do you think David 
wrote this psalm? 
Why? Why not?

• Where do you most 
see the hand of God in 
the created universe? 

Psalm 104:5-9

• What kinds of 
mountain scenery 
give you a sense 
of the glory and 
majesty of God? 
Please share details.

• How do you feel 
about the stability of 
the earth? Do you 
feel you can trust 
the promise in our 
text that “it shall 
never be shaken”?

Matthew Henry summarizes biblical teach-
ing when he writes, “His eternal power and 
Godhead are clearly shown by the things which 
he hath made” (biblehub.com). The psalmist 
saw this clearly. Other psalms that have a simi-
lar thrust are Psalms 8, 19, and 65. Psalm 19, of 
course, is the one that is often quoted in the King 
James Version: “The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork” 
(Psalm 19:1). It is this passage that provided not 
only the text, but also the inspiration for Joseph 
Haydn’s great chorus, “The Heavens Are Telling.”

Where do you suppose the psalmist, living 
many centuries before Christ, got the concept that 
God is “wrapped in light as with a garment”? (Fire 
is more often associated with God in Genesis and 
Exodus.) We certainly know from the New Tes-
tament that “God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). Indeed, the contrast 
between light and darkness figures prominently 
in Johannine literature. John writes in the very 
first chapter of his gospel that Jesus Christ is the 
“true light” (John 1:9). Yet even this later revela-
tion doesn’t fully explain the psalmist‘s idea that 
God is “wrapped in light as with a garment.”

 What about you? Do you see biblical pas-
sages which anticipate this expression? And 
what about the wind as a messenger from 
God, and fire as one of his ministers?

 � Psalm 104:5-9
Mountains and Seas
“You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall 
never be shaken” (cf. Job 38:4-7). Obviously, planet 
earth does not have some kind of a solid founda-
tion upon which it rests; however, its stability in its 
gravitational orbit—and the rotation that gives us 
night and day—certainly provides the God-given 
solid foundation that “shall never be shaken.”

“The waters stood above the mountains.” The 
description the psalmist uses seems to correspond 
to Genesis 1:9 and to much of what we know 
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about the geological history of our planet— for 
example, the fact that at one time seas covered 
most of the earth and that fossil remains of sea 
life can be found at some very high altitudes. 
In poetic language the writer tells us that it was 
God’s command that determined the separation 
that exists between the seas and the continents. 
This passage may be taken as descriptive of the 
earth after Noah’s flood, as some have seen it, or 
descriptive of the earth shortly after creation. 

While the writer doesn’t single out the moun-
tains as a primary way that the glory of God is 
manifest in creation, I would suggest that the 
mountains play this role in a remarkable way. 
For me, Yosemite Valley in California is always 
impressive, revealing the majesty of God in cre-
ation. In this regard I treasure a Sierra Club 
book—a collection of photographs—entitled The 
Sierra Nevada that has in it an edited text of John 
Muir’s, My First Summer in the Sierra. I believe 
it was during that particular summer that John 
Muir applied Psalm 26:8 to some of the majes-
tic scenery that he beheld, and he uttered with 
the psalmist, “Lord, I love the house where you 
live, the place where your glory dwells” (NIV).

It was on June 23 of that year when John Muir 
penned these lines: “Oh, these vast, calm, mea-
sureless mountain days, inciting at once to work 
and rest. Days in whose light everything seems 
equally divine, opening a thousand windows 
to show us God” (p. 42, The Sierra Nevada).

Later in the psalm the writer says that God 
“touches the mountains and they smoke” (v. 32). 
This verse took on particular meaning for me some 
years back when my wife and I were on a tour of 
Costa Rica and stayed in a very nice hotel at the 
foot of Mount Arenal, an active volcano. As we 
watched, smoke constantly came from the top of 
the mountain. On another occasion years ear-
lier when in the Yungas of Bolivia, I read this verse 
from Psalms while watching fog—that looked 
every bit like smoke—settle over nearby hills.

Psalm 104:10-15

• Does current news of 
drought in California 
(or elsewhere) cause 
you to doubt the 
positive descriptions 
in this psalm of God’s 
provision for the 
earth? Why? Why not?

• The psalmist obviously 
knew about drought 
and famine in his part 
of the world. Why do 
you think he wrote so 
positively about God’s 
care for the planet?
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 � Psalm 104:10-15
Provision for All
This portion of the psalm celebrates “God’s ecol-
ogy”—how everything in the created world is part 
of God’s master plan to sustain the earth and pro-
vide for its inhabitants. To the Lord himself the 
writer cries out, “The earth is satisfied with the fruit 
of your work” (v. 13b). Included in this divine ecol-
ogy are streams of water that give drink to wild 
animals and birds, as well as rainfall that provides 
grass for cattle and edible plants for human beings. 
Charles Spurgeon had this to say about God car-
ing for the grass of the field: “Again, if God thinks 
it worth his while to make grass, and take care of 
it, much more will he think it to his honour [sic] to 
cause his grace to grow in our hearts” (spurgeon.org). 
As for the Hebrews at the time this psalm was writ-
ten, they were particularly grateful for the grapevines 
that provided “wine to gladden the human heart” 
and the oil that made “the face shine” (v. 15).

In Renovare’s Spiritual Formation Bible, the com-
mentary on this passage is a good reminder to 
us all: “We do well to marvel at the creation and 
bless God for the power, wisdom, and generos-
ity we see in it. It can help ward off complacency, 
self-sufficiency, and even a false sense of enti-
tlement. We do well to remember that each 
moment, each breath, is a gift” (p. 864).

“You make springs gush forth” (v. 10). A natural 
spring is a wonder to behold. We understand streams 
or rivers that are fed by snow melt high up on a moun-
tain, but to see water rushing out of the dry ground 
strikes us as something of a miracle. We understand 
that water can flow beneath the surface, especially in 
rocky or volcanic ground, but it’s still amazing to come 
across an actual spring that gives forth clear, cold, and 
very drinkable water! So the psalmist is impressed!

“From your lofty abode you water the moun-
tains” (v. 13). The writer has the concept that God 
is certainly transcendent, far above what happens 
here on earth. (Note: The KJV and the NIV retain the 
word “chambers”—as in “He waters the mountains 
from his upper chambers” [NIV]. Eugene Peter-
son in The Message has this reading: “You water 
the mountains from your heavenly cisterns.”)

 � Living Out  
Psalm 104:1-15
Take some time 
this week to 
write a brief 
“psalm” of your 
own (poetry or 
prose) expressing 
your own praise 
and gratitude to 
the Lord for his 
creation. If there is 
a certain place on 
this earth where 
you’re most 
impressed by 
God’s handiwork 
in nature, include 
that in your 
expression. 
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Friendly 
Perspective
by Kay Wilson

Like the psalmist I am in awe of 
the universe. I am in awe of God. I 
look up into the night sky—the vast 
expanse of the heavens—and it takes 
my breath away. Most days I am up 
early so I see the sunrise in the morn-
ing and I have been known to drive 
several miles to the beach to watch 
the sunset over the ocean at night. I 
never grow tired of seeing the artistic 
handiwork of the Creator. Creation 
is an ever-present reminder of God’s 
presence, power, and provision. The 
heavens are a vivid painting express-
ing the majesty and wonder of a 
God who transcends the human 
ability to adequately describe him. 
I applaud the psalmist for trying.

Close your eyes and imagine: 
What does being “clothed with 
honor and majesty” or “wrapped 
in light” look like? How does one 
“ride on the wings of the wind”? 
Do you laugh with amazement at 
the ingenuity and imagination of 

God in creation? Do you wonder 
how he gives us peace in the midst 
of turmoil, joy in the presence of 
sorrow, and grace when we fall? 
Such knowledge should bring us 
to our knees in humble adoration. 

 Do you ever wonder why the 
Sovereign Lord would go to such 
extremes to create magnificent 
beauty when many will never stop 
long enough to see the extent of 
his handiwork? Or do you won-
der why the heavenly Father would 
continue to be so patient and gen-
erous with his love and forgiveness? 
Perhaps it is because God’s love, 
extravagant beauty, and abun-
dant provision are so great that 
even when we fail to see or receive 
it, he lavishes it on us anyway. 

I marvel at the thought of God’s 
unconditional love and care for me. 
I am in awe of the numerous ways 
God shows me his goodness, grace, 
mercy, and his abundant provision 
for all my needs. My gratitude to 
the Father surpasses my ability to 
adequately convey the thoughts 
of my heart. But like the psalmist, I 
never grow tired of trying. Do you?




